"FOURSQUARE." 
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it  will  be  a fighting  month:  we 
must  close  the  square.”  So  said 
Boualem  gravely,  last  Sunday — meaning 
in  English  wording  “ close  the  ranks.” 

There  was  an  unconscious  pathos  in  the 
words.  For  the  battle-square  in  question 
consists  in  the  four  souls  whose  faces  look 
out  from  this  group,  the  first  four  of  the 


communicants'  roll  here  with  us.  Belaid, 
the  middle  one,  had  to  sit  down  when  the 
photograph  was  taken,  or  his  6 feet  4 would 
have  towered  above  its  limits.  Boualem 
stands  to  the  right,  and  Omar  to  his  left, 
with  Mustapha  alongside  again.  We  send 
it  out  because  we  want  you  to  see  them, 
and  take  them  on  your  hearts  as  at  the 
centre  of  this  summer’s  warfare  here,  and 
that  in  a new  capacity. 

For  we  had  gathered  them  last  Sunday, 
after  our  usual  Morning  Service,  into  the 


Guest-room  of  the  Hostel,  and  committed 
into  their  hands  the  carrying  on  of  the 
work  there  during  our  absence  in  July  and 
August. 

This  is  a clue  that  has  suddenly  come 
to  the  puzzle  as  to  u'hy  no  senior  seemed 
available  this  year  for  taking  charge  of  the 
post  here.  It  came,  with  a flood  of  fresh 
light  on  kindred  points,  through  a book 
that  some  of  us  have  been  reading — 
“Missionary  Methods:  St.  Paul's  or  Ours?" 
The  keynote  of  the  book  is  this  : it  is  not 


that  we  must  trust  the  converts,  but  we 
must  trust  the  Holy  Ghost  in  them,  and 
throw  responsibility  on  them,  counting  on 
His  might. 

And  in  this,  our  first  practical  step,  their 
response  has  been  eager.  “ You  must  clear 
out  the  furniture,  and  just  leave  us  the 
cushions  to  sit  on  : we  may  be  many 
before  you  come  back — the  harvest  may  be 
beginning."  Bit  by  bit  they  have  evolved 
their  plan  of  campaign,  almost  unhelped  : 
they  will  meet  on  Sunday  mornings  at 
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8-.S0  ns  usual ; and  at  8 p.m.  on  Thursdays 
for  their  Prayer  Meeting.  Boualem  is  to  go 
at  6-.50  on  Sunday  evenings  to  have  a 
service  for  the  women  of  his  family  at  his 
mother’s  house,  and  she,  with  her  10-year- 
old  grandson  Allal  as  reader,  proposes  to 
hold  a Thursday  noon  Prayer  Meeting  for 
the  women  there.  “ Will  you  lend  us  a 
lamp  for  Sunday  evening?”  she  said:  “for 
the  reading  will  go  on  till  10  at  night,  and 
we  should  hum  many  candles  ” ! 

Then  Ramadan  will  be  on  them  by 


July  24,  lasting  till  August  22.  That  will, 
as  they  truly  said,  be  “ the  fighting  month,” 
and  “ Close  the  square  ” will  indeed  be 
needed,  for  it  is  not  likely  that  any  onward 
step  will  go  unchallenged.  They  hope  to 
meet  daily  at  noon  during  that  time,  to 
break  the  fast  together  and  to  have  prayer. 
Omar,  whose  postman  duties  leave  his 
mornings  free  now,  has  volunteered  to  get 
the  meal  ready.  Pray  that  the  tiny  square 
may  remain  unbroken,  shoulder  to  shoulder, 
through  that  testing  time. 


“Four-square”  stands  the  City  of  God 
above  ; four  square  this  little  rudiment  of 
the  Church  militant  among  our  town 
Arabs.  Let  us,  who  have  tasted  the  powers 
of  the  world  to  come,  use  those  powers 
for  re-inforcing  it  day  by  day  in  its  stand 
for  Christ,  compacting  it  by  that  which 
every  joint  supplieth,  of  Life  from  the 
Head.  ^ 


